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Town Holds  
18th Annual 
Labor Day 

Celebration
The morning of September 

1st was perfect for the 5K race 
that has become an annual 
event in Bridgewater’s Labor 
Day celebration.  There were 
approximately 150 participants.  
In the women’s division 
Sara Wilfong took first 
place with a time of 23 
minutes and 17 seconds.  
For the men, Brian Flynn 
came in at 15 minutes and 
23 seconds.

The weather couldn’t 
have been better  for 
the  “Summer ’s  End” 
celebration that was held 
that evening at Oakdale 
Community park.  Page two 
has a pictorial review.

 

BRIDGEWATERCurrent
October 13th - 
Columbus Day

Bridgewater 
municipal offices 

will be open.

Agreement Reached on 
Runway Obstacles

After negotiating with Dynamic Aviation and the Virginia Department 
of Aviation, the Town of Bridgewater has accepted an offer of $82,000 
for twenty trees at Sandy Bottom Park that were in Dynamic’s flight path.  
The trees will be removed this fall at Dynamic Aviation’s expense and the 
stumps will be ground to ensure a flat surface for golfers.  

The issues surrounding flight paths are common to all communities 
near airports.  The Federal Aviation Administration sets the width 
and shape of the flight paths and an effort is made to keep structures, 
including trees, out of the path.  Sandy Bottom Park is not the first site 
to be in conflict.  Years ago the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren 
had to consider flight paths when designing their church and steeple.  
One reason the Town of Bridgewater placed a second water tank at the 
filtration plant instead of the east end of town was the possible conflict 
with the airport.  So, this was not a new issue to us.

In setting a value on the trees, Dynamic Aviation hired two 
professional arborists to assess the value.  An average of the two 
estimates resulted in the $82,000 figure.  The Council has expressed 
interest in putting these funds back into the park system.  Some may 
be spent on beautifying Sandy Bottom Park, while a portion could 
go towards the development of a miniature golf course at an adjacent 
location.  One Council member recommended allocating all or part of 
it to Generations Park on Main Street.  
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To meet FAA requirements, twenty trees will be removed 
including those marked with an “X” in this picture.
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Dawn Flora, 
Tammy Balser 
and Carlinda 

Todd were only a 
small part of the 
spectators who 

enjoyed the music 
of Just Jazzin and 
Everyday People.

Good food was available from nearly a dozen 
groups.  Nonprofit organizations have used this 

event to fund their activities while for-profit 
groups donate 10% of their gross proceeds to 
help fund the cost of the celebration.  Above  

Bailey Fulk and Abby Moyers serve drinks for 
thirsty customers. Proceeds will help sponsor a 

trip for Girl Scout Troop #1111. 

(right) Everyday People 
followed Just Jazzin and 

provided entertainment from 
soul to swing and rock’n roll.  

(above)  Just Jazzin’ performed big band 

sounds that date back as far as the 1930s.

Labor Day 2014 
Pictorial Review
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Editor’s Note: The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) requires us to keep citizens 

educated on flood protection issues annually.  The 
following three pages will help explain many of the 

issues pertaining to flooding in Bridgewater and 
ways to minimize the damage and loss.

Flood Protection Information

North River has a history of changing from a quietly 
flowing stream to a muddy torrent in a matter of hours.  
In a worst case scenario, North River breaks free of its 

banks and damages property in its path.

High water often comes with little warning and can be 
very expensive.  In Rockingham County during the 1996 
flood, $20 million in damages occurred.  Bridgewater 
alone experienced over $1 million in damages as well as 
the permanent loss of some homes. 
What are the sources of flooding in Bridgewater?

Dry River, North River, and Cooks Creek all 
contribute to flooding in Bridgewater.  During heavy 
storms or soon after, floodwaters can overflow their 
banks and cover streets and yards causing damage to 
cars, garages, basements and lower floors.
Is my home at risk of flooding?

Any property can experience flooding but those within 
the floodplain are at greater risk. The map on page four 
shows how FEMA categorizes Bridgewater’s flood zones.  
(The Town’s Zoning Department can provide specific 
Flood Insurance Rate Map information such as flood 
zone designations, base flood elevations, map and 
panel numbers.  Call 828-2479 for this information.)
Does Bridgewater have a flood warning system?

Yes.  Bridgewater’s Disaster Plan outlines steps 
that will be taken in the event of a disaster.

• Police, fire, and rescue squad personnel may 
have to go door to door informing residents of 
the impending danger and, if necessary, the need 
to evacuate.

• Reverse 911 may also be utilized.
• Local TV and radio stations will be notified and 

asked to provide reports of the level of risk for 
our area.

What steps can I take to protect my family?
This advice is just common sense, but unnecessary 

risks are often taken during disasters.
•  Don’t walk through a flooded area.  Just six inches of 

moving water can cause you to lose your balance.
•  Don’t drive through a flooded area.  More people 

drown in their cars than anywhere else during a 
flood.  Two feet of water has been known to lift and 
move a car.

• Keep away from downed power lines and any other 
electrical wires.  

In November of 1985 North River floodwaters that crested around 
3 a.m. forced the closure of South Main Street for nearly 24 hours.

Important terms to remember are:
Flood Watch - indicates weather conditions
     are right for flooding to occur.
Flood Warning - indicates that flooding is

     imminent or already occurring. How can I protect my property?
If you know your property is prone to flooding, 

you can take steps to protect your home from 
damage.  These measures are called flood-proofing or 
retrofitting.

One way to control flooding is by regrading your 
lot to create a small flood wall or earthen berm.  (This 
method works for larger lots when potential flooding 
is not too deep, and if the property is not in the flood 
way.)  

Another approach is to waterproof your walls and 
place watertight closures over the doorways.  (This 
method is not recommended for houses with basements 
or if potential flood water  is more than two feet.)
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Further 
information 
on National 

Flood 
Insurance 

Protection or 
Bridgewater 
flood zones 
is available 

at the 
Bridgewater 

Zoning 
Office,    

828-2479.

Cooks Creek Arboretum is prone to flash flooding.  
Rather than allow development in this area, Bridgewater 
has designed a quiet park with a walking path.  Because 

of this, damage is minimal when flooding occurs.

Will my homeowner’s insurance cover flood 
damages?

Probably not.  Only an insurance policy that 
specifically addresses flooding will reimburse you 
for your loss.  Because Bridgewater participates 
in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), 
citizens can purchase separate flood insurance that 
is backed by the Federal government

Are there any restrictions to NFIP?
Yes.  The program requires that the cost of 

reconstruction or improvements not exceed 50% 
of the building’s market value.  If it does exceed 
this value, the dwelling must be elevated above 
the base flood elevation.  (Specific criteria for 
your home is available at the Bridgewater Zoning 
Office, 828-2479)

What will FEMA do to help?
Not much.  It is a misconception that FEMA 

“pays the bill” for your loss.  In most cases the only 
disaster aid they provide is a loan…and that must be 
repaid with interest. 

Map provided from Virginia Flood Risk Information System website.

100-year flood plain 
(dark blue)

500-year flood plain 
(yellow)
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How has Bridgewater tried to alleviate the 
problems of flooding for homeowners?

The Town’s major thrust has been to reduce 
residential development in the flood-prone areas 
along its water ways.  Six of our ten parks have 
been developed along North River or Cooks Creek.  
This has changed residential land that is vulnerable 
to flooding into spacious and attractive park land 
that, while easily flooded, is comparatively simple 
and inexpensive to repair.

The Town also has special zoning requirements 
that help manage private construction in 
these areas.  Contact the Bridgewater Zoning 
Department if you have questions or concerns 
about construction along these waterways.
What other measures has the town taken?

Of course, everyone is familiar with the levee 
that was constructed in 1950.  It has proven 
effective in many high water situations that have 
occurred since its construction, especially the 100-
year floods that occurred in 1985 and 1996.  In 
addition, there is a system of drainage ditches, some 
grassy and others concrete, that are designed to carry 
water away from populated areas.
What, if any, are the benefits of a 
floodplain?

With the right use, the floodplain provides 
a valuable buffer between waterways and 
residential development.  

First, they provide natural flood and 
erosion control.  Grassy areas and trees 
absorb rainwater allowing groundwater and 
aquifers to be replenished and at the same 
time filter nutrients and impurities before 
they reach main waterways.

Second, maintaining attractive but natural 
landscapes along waterways allow for a 
variety of plant and wildlife.  This helps 
maintain a healthy ecosystem.

Further, the aesthetic and social value of 
well-maintained areas along North River or 
Cooks Creek cannot be overlooked.  

As part of certifying the levee, Blackwell Engineering was 
employed to complete a compaction test required by the Army 

Corps of Engineers.  Core samples of soil were taken from various 
points on the levee and tested for moisture and density. 

Looking for more information?  
Check out www.floodsmart.gov 

and www.fema.gov/risk-map-flood.

Flood Insurance
Citizens living in the flood plain are 

encouraged to get a flood insurance policy - 
it will help pay for repairs after a flood, and 

in some cases, it will help pay the costs of 
elevating a substantially damaged building.

Protect People and 
Property from Flood 

Hazards
• Don’t walk or drive through a flooded area.
• Keep away from downed power lines.
• Elevate and anchor utilities, i.e., furnaces, 

air conditioning units or propane tanks.
• Build responsibly.  Get a zoning permit from 

Bridgewater Zoning Office...828-2479.
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Garden of the Month
Juanita Fansler  - 400 Bruce Street

The last Garden of the Month for 2014 was 
awarded to Juanita Fansler who resides 

at 400 Bruce Street.  Ms. Fansler 
is quick to explain that her late 

husband, Walter, was the real 
gardener in the family but 

that she “loves working 
in the outdoors and has 
done her best to keep the 
flower beds they way he 
would have done them.”  

Several factors 
were considered when 

awarding this garden.  
There are at least ten well-

maintained flower beds 
in the front and back yards 

that are laid out in an attractive 
manner.  Then there is a wide 

variety of plants.  One bed is filled with 
perennials that Walter had collected over 
the years.  Some of the plants that can be 
found throughout the property are vinca, 
hollies, liriope, several varieties of roses, 

columbine, shasta and gerbera daisies just 
to name a few.    
Our congratulations to Juanita for receiving 

the Garden of the Month award for September.  

Business Beauty Spot
Rockingham Cooperative - 107 Depot Street

When you have only store front and cement for background, the choices 
for beautification are limited.  However, Linda Morris, office manager for 
ACE Hardware/Rockingham Coop has done a great job of arranging asters, 
mums, pansies and flowering cabbage for a colorful 
fall display.  She added to this a variety of fall garden 
decorations including a trellis, gourds and baskets.  

Congratulations to the employees of Bridgewater 
Rockingham Coop for receiving the Business Beauty 
Spot for the month of September.

This is the last 
award for 2014. 

Garden Club members 
look forward to your 

nominations beginning 
next April, 2015.

(above) 
Bright zinnias with a 
backdrop of hostas create a 
colorful arrangement in one 
of the front yard flowerbeds.  

(right)  While Juanita 
Fansler claims that she 

“can’t do as much as she used 
to”, the strategically placed 
geraniums, impatiens, azalea 

and evergreen shrubs show a keen 
sense of style and a lot of work in 
putting such a display together.  

(bottom)  Of all her beds, 
Juanita likes her fern 
garden the best.  In 
the background is a 

flaming azalea.  From 
the appearance of 

the buds already set, 
this is shrub is going 
to be covered with an 
abundance of  3”-4” 

orange blossoms next spring.

Round Hill Garden Club News
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Bridgewater Foods to sponsor 
December 6th event

town.bridgewater.va.us.

118 Mt. Crawford Avenue
540-434-4475, option 4             www.mrlib.org

 http://
va-rockinghamcounty.civicplus.com/
DocumentCenter/View/296.

Third Annual 
Each year for the last three 

years, most food establishments 
in our town have offered unique 
specials for residents and visitors to our 
community during the week designated 
Bridgewater’s Restaurant Week.  This is not 
a new concept.  New York City has a restaurant week.  So does San Francisco, Washington, and most metropolitan 
areas.  Even Harrisonburg, Virginia has joined in the practice of setting aside a week to honor and promote their 
eating establishments.  

This year we are setting aside the week of November 10th as a time to promote the entrepreneurs who invest 
their money and hard work into Bridgewater’s food industry.  In the next edition of the Current we’ll be publishing 
the specials that our local eateries are offering.  Complete menus will be available on our website at town.
bridgewater.va.us.  

Every week is a good time to support local businesses, but we want to set aside the week of November 10th as a 
special time to honor Bridgewater’s restaurants.

Scheduled

Story Time Every Thursday
Toddlers  (0-3 years) - 10:15 a.m.

Preschoolers  (3-5 years) - 11 a.m. 
K-5 Every Tuesday at 4 p.m.

Cool After School, LEGO Club, 
Crafty Kids, Dogs 2Read2

BOOK SIGNING 
September 27th, 
10:30 - 11:30

John Barr, author of “Tom the Cat 
of Oakdale Park.” 
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Bridgewater Rotary Club   ......... Dinner/Business 
meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater Retirement Community.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church ...
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone 
interested in weight loss or weight management.  For 
more information please call Vickie Bland at 568-
6539. 

North River Library Events  ............... See page 7.
October 2  Massanutten Archeological Society  .

7 PM.  Regular monthly meeting at Arey Hall in 
the Bridgewater Municipal building.  The public is 
invited to join us. For additional information, please 
see our website at http://www.mcasv.org or contact 
Kay Veith at vaveith@comcast.net or 540-564-0635.

October 6  Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ..........7 PM at 
the Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

October 6  Bridgewater Rescue Squad Ladies 
Auxiliary  ...............6:30 PM at Bridgewater 
Rescue Squad building.  Meets the first Monday of 
every month.  New members welcome.  For more 
information call 828-3395.

October 7 Congressman Goodlatte Open Door    ..... A 
representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s office 
will be available the first Tuesday of every month 
from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council Chambers 
of the Bridgewater Community Center or may be 
contacted at 885-3861. 

October 7  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary..... 
Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 PM at the 
Post home on Dry River Road.

October 11 Blood Drive at Bridgewater Presbyterian 
Church  ........... 9 AM to 1 PM at 110 East College 
Street.  Walk-ins welcome or call 828-2442.

October 13  Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators ...............7:30 PM Meets second Monday 
of every month at Arey Assembly Hall in Bridgewater 
Community Center.  New members welcome.  For 
information contact Rosetta Harris, 828-6273.

October 15  Myers Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644  .......   
 7 PM.  Regular meeting at Dry River Post.  Call 828-

0051 for further information.
October 27  Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 

Auxiliary ......... Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.  New 
members welcome.  Call 828-2035 for more 
information.

Fall Yard Sale September 27
Fall Yard Sale September 27th. Mercy House will pick 

up unsold items.  Call 433-3272 for this service.

Annual “Scouting for Food”
Boy Scouts from Troop 38 will be making their 
rounds towards the end October to pick up any 

non-perishable food items residents would like to 
donate to their food collection endeavor. 


